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February 22, 2005

President Vladimir V. Putin
The Russian Federation
The Kremlin

Moscow, RUSSIA

Dear Mr. President:

We would like to call your attention to a matter of great importance to us and many of
our citizens. We refer to the efforts of the Lubavitch Chasidic community of Jews to recover the
Schneerson Collection of sacred texts currently held in the Russian State Library and the Russian
State Military Archive. The collection was seized by the Soviet Government in the 1920s.

In November 1991, the Russian Federation Arbitration Court ordered the collection
returned to the Lubavitch community. However, government officials responsible for carrying
out the court’s decision refused to do so and the Russian State Duma subsequently sought to
annul the court's decision, calling into question the integrity of the rule of law in Russia.

In 1992, the Helsinki Commission wrote to President Yeltsin seeking his assistance in
returning the Schneerson Collection to their rightful owners (see attachment). Since that time,
many more prominent Americans have joined the campaign for the Schneerson Collection. We
are also enclosing a recent letter on the subject signed by all 100 Members of the United States
Senate. We, Republicans and Democrats in the United States Senate and the U.S. Helsinki
Commission, are united in this effort.

Mr. President, “justice delayed is justice denied.” We urge you to take every appropriate
measure to see that justice is done in this matter. In the meantime, we intend to raise this matter
at every appropriate opportunity and venue.

With best wishes, we remain

Sincerely,

AT i

Sam Brownback, U.S.. T Christopher H. Smith, M.C.
Chairman Co-Chairman
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Christopher J. Dodd, U.S.S. Benjamin L. Cardin, M.C.
Ranking Member Ranking Member

Encl: 2

cc: Hon. Alexander Vershbow, Ambassador of the United States to the Russian Federation
Hon. Yuri V. Ushakov, Ambassador of the Russian Federation to the United States
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B.B. llyruny

ITpesunenty Poccuiickoit Denepanuu
Kpemnb

Mocksa, POCCHS

Veaxkaewmsrii ['ociogus [ Ipesunent!

Mst xoTenu 651 06paTuTh Balne BHUMaHHE Ha BOIPOC YPE3BBIYANHON BAXKHOCTH IS HAC
U JUId MHOTHX HAaIlKX rpaxgaH. Pedp mieT o mombITKak JlrobaBudckoit Xacuuckoit Eppetickoit
oOmIKHEI BepHYTh cede bubnuoteky lllneepcona, codOpanue CBAICHHBIX MHCAHMM, HAXO/IAIIEEC
B JaHHBIA MOMEHT B ['ocynapctBenHOM bubimoreke Poccuiickoit @ejepanmu u B8 Poccuiickom
I'ocymapctBennom Boennom Apxuse. B 1920-x rogax, Ombnmmoreka Obiia KOHGHCKOBaHA
COBETCKUMH BIACTSIMH.

B Hos16pe 1991 rona, Beicimuit Apoutpaxusiii Cyn Poccuniickoit @enepanun
pacropsuics OTAaTh 5Ty KOJUIEKIUIo KHUT JIfobaBrudckoi obmune. OIHAKO roCy1apcTBEHHbIE
JNHLA, KOTOPHIM HAJUIEIKANO0 BBIIIOJIHUTE CYAeOHOE PEIICHUE, OTKA3aIMCh DTO CENATh.

B nansneiimem, ['ocynapcreennas Jlyma PO nobuBasach OTMEHBI TAHHOTO CyAeOHOIO
pELIeHHMs], CTaBs 110/ BOIIPOC IPUBEPKEHHOCTh POCCHE MOHATHAM IIPABOBOIO IOCYAapCTBA.

B 1992 roxy, unens! XenbCHHKCKOW KOMMUCCHH HAHCATH MACEMO TIpesuienty
Enpnuny ¢ npock060i okxaszaTh coaeiicTBHe B Bo3BparueHuu oubnuoreku [IHeepcona 3aKOHHEIM
Blagenblam (Komus npuiaraercs). C Tex op, HeMaio BRIIAIOIIMXCS aMEPHKAHIIEB
IIPACOEIUHIIIOCE K O0pbbe 3a Bo3BpaleHue oubnuorexu I1lneepcona. Ilpmiaraercs komus
HEJABHO HAIIMCAHHOIO 110 9TOMY BOIIPOCY HUCHMA, IToAIHcadnHoro BceMu 100 wrenamu Cenara
Coenunennsix Llltatos. Mel, peciiybnukaniibl u jeMokparsi B Cenare Coenunenssix 11Itatos n
B XeJIbCHHKCKOM KOMMUCCHH, SAHHBI B 3TOM JCIIE.

rOCHO,ZH/IH Hpe3I/IZ[€HT, TOBOPAT, YTO «OTJIOKEHHAS CHPABEIIHBOCTL — 3TO OTBEPIKCHHAA
CIIpaBCOAIIUBOCTE). MBI HACTOSTEIIHHO I[IpoCuM Bac [IPUHATL BCC HAJJICKAIMUEC MEPBI K TOMY,



B.B. Ilytuny
22 (eppansg 2005 ¢
2-asi CTpaHHUIlA

qTOOLI B 3TOM ACJIC BOCTOPIKECTBAJIA CIIPABCAJIINBOCTD. B To xe BpEMs, MBI COO6IH3€M O Halmicem

HAMEPEHUH 1T0/THUMATh 3TOT BOIIPOC IPH JFO00M COOTBETCTBYIOIIEM CIIyYae U B II060M
YMECTHOM MECTe.

C HAVJIYIIIUMHU ITOXCJTAaHUIMHA,

Hckpenue Baiun

“"“‘gd/iﬂ E;/Z_/f%»w;//fvzxé 56 WAL |C

Com BpoyH6af€f Cenartop CIIIA KpHCTC;(I;ep X. Cmur, Ynen Konrpecca CIHIA
[Ipencenarens Conpencenarens

Kpucrodep Jx. Homn, Cenarop CIIIA benpxkamun JI. Kapaun, Unen Kounrpecca CITIA
Crapmmuit Ynen ot MeHbIIECTBA Crapmuit YieH OT MeHbIIECTBA

[Ipunoxenus: 2

konust: ['oc. Anmexcannpy Bepmboy, mociny Coenunennsix Illtatos B Poccutickoi
Oepneparuu
loc: Opuro B. Yimakoy, nocity Poccuiickoit ®eneparun B CoeIMHEHHbIX
[Iratax





